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First Day Rosh Hashanah Musaf (additional) Service 

  Adler ArtScroll  Birnbaum Chabad 

53. Shofar/Hayom Harat Olam (Today is…) 157 508 383 152 

 The Shofar is sounded, following which we all chant this paragraph, which describes Rosh Hashanah as the 

birthday of the world and the awesome day of judgement. 

54. Zichronot (Memory) 158 510 385 152 

 In this section we ask G-d to remember us in a positive light. 

We recognize that G-d is above Time, and the idea of "forgetting" does not apply to Him, nor is He limited 

in "understanding" the inner thoughts of His creatures. Nevertheless, we ask that He "remember" only 

the "good" in our behalf when He Judges us. 

All of humanity, indeed the whole world, is Judged today, and we ask that He “remember” the faith of 

Noach who endured taunts and threats for 120 years while he built the Ark, and tried to explain its 

purpose to his wayward generation. 

For the Jewish People in particular, we ask that He "remember" the early loyalty of our People, who 

followed Him as a bride, as He said "I remember your youthful devotion, the love of your bridal days, how 

you followed Me through the desert, in a barren land" (Yirmiyahu 2:2) and later as a precious child, "Is it 

because Ephraim is my favorite son, my beloved child? As often as I speak of him, I remember him fondly. 

My heart yearns for him, I will have pity on him, says the L-rd." (Yirmiyahu 31:19) 

Most of all, we ask that He "remember" the supreme act of devotion performed by our fathers Avraham 

and Yitzchak, where Avraham suppressed his natural feelings of mercy towards his son, and was prepared 

to sacrifice him at the command of G-d, and Yitzchak was prepared to be sacrificed, thereby suppressing 

his natural feelings of self-preservation, in fulfillment of G-d's command. So should G-d suppress, so to 

speak, His Midat HaDin, His attribute of strict justice, which would require that we be punished for our 

misdeeds, in favour of His Midat HaRachamim, His attribute of mercy. 

55. Shofar/Hayom Harat Olam (Today is…) 160 514 389 155 

 The Shofar is sounded, following which we all chant this paragraph, which describe that Rosh Hashanah is 

the time when G-d judges the world. 

56. Shofrot (Symphony) 160 516 389 156 

 This section describes the power of the Shofar. 

We recall the time that G-d revealed Himself on Mt. Sinai and gave us the Torah. "The whole world 

trembled at Your Presence, Creation shook in awe before You, when You, our King, did reveal Yourself on 

Mt. Sinai to give to Your People the Torah and its Commandments, letting them hear Your majestic voice, 

Your holy words out of flashes of fire. Amid thunder and lightening did You reveal Yourself to them, amid 

the sound of the Shofar did you appear to them." 

The Shofar will be blown during the final battles of Israel with its enemies. It will be sounded when those 

in Exile will return. It will be sounded when the Temple will be rebuilt. It is the sound signifying the 

Presence of the majesty of G-d. We ask that it be sounded speedily with the arrival of the Moshiach. 

57. Shofar/Hayom Harat Olam (Today is…) 162 520 393 158 

 The Shofar is sounded, following which we all chant this paragraph, which describe how on Rosh 

Hashanah G-d judges us either like children if we have been doing His Mitzvot, or as servants if we have 

not. Either way, we ask G-d to have mercy on us – like a loving father or a like a benevolent master. 

58. Modim (We thankfully) 163 522 395 159 

 Stand and say the small inset paragraph while bowing. 
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