
Presidents Report 2024-25 
 
I would like to thank our Rabbinical team led by Gavriel Fogelgarn, Ronny 
Kowadlo, our paid staff, volunteers, trustees, our daily minyan attendees and 
my fellow board members for their service to Elwood Shule during 2025. 
 
The passing of Alex Livshiz in April this year was a great loss to the Shule. Alex 
was a Trustee, former President, long term committee member and participant 
at our daily minyan. 
 
2025 was a difficult year for Jewry around the world still reeling from the 7th 
October 2023 attack on Israel and further intervention by Iran. Worldwide 
antisemitism attacks have been unprecedented, most recently with the deadly 
murder of 15 people, of which 13 were Jewish in Bondi, Sydney at a 
Channukah event. Both Federal and State governments have still done nothing 
to alleviate the situation and in some instances have been the ones who 
continue to pour more fuel on the antisemitism fire. 
 
High Holydays were once again well attended on the first day of Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur. 
 
Security funding and a generous bequest from the late Barbara Rabinov z”l 
enabled a refurbishment of the Karafka hall with new carpet, lighting, new 
security windows, modern blinds, security doors and paint. We are currently 
investigating the cost to renovate the Karafka hall bathrooms. 
 
Our finances remain stable, despite rising expenses, thanks to our investment 
strategy. 
 
We must look at ways to increase participation in our weekly Shabbat services 
and events during 2026 and remain relevant. 
 
Thank you to all for attending tonight. 
 
Mark Kuran 
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